
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 
 

Americans have recognized black history annually since 1926, first as "Negro History 
Week" and later as "Black History Month." 

 
 

Selected bibliography of books available at the Stephen B. Luce Library 
 
 

Reference 
 

REF E185 .B574 2003 
Black firsts : 4,000 ground-breaking and pioneering historical events 
/ Jessie Carney Smith. 
Contents: Arts & entertainment -- Business -- Civil rights & protest -- Education -
- Government : county & state -- Government : federal -- Government : 
international -- Government : local -- Journalism -- Military -- Miscellaneous -- 
Organizations -- Religion -- Science & medicine -- Sports -- Writers. 
Subject: African Americans – History. 
 
REF E185 .N385 1989 
The Negro almanac : a reference work on the African American / compiled 
and edited by Harry A. Ploski and James Williams. 
Subject: African Americans -- Encyclopedias. 
 
REF E185.6 .S7 1993   (2nd ed.) 
Statistical record of Black America / compiled and edited by Carrell Peterson 
Horton and Jessie Carney Smith. 
Contents: The arts -- Attitudes, values, and behaviour -- Business and 
economics -- Crime, law enforcement, and legal justice -- Education -- The family 
-- Health and medical care -- Housing -- Income, spending, and wealth -- Labor 
and employment -- Military affairs -- Miscellany -- Politics and elections -- 
Population -- The professions -- Religion -- Social services -- Sports and leisure -
- Vital statistics. 
Subject: African Americans -- Statistics. 
 
REF PS153 .N5 G73 2005 (In 5 volumes) 
Greenwood encyclopedia of African American literature / edited by Hans 
Ostrom and J. David Macey,  
Subject:  American literature -- African American authors -- Encyclopedias. 
Subject: African Americans -- Intellectual life -- Encyclopedias. 
 
 
 
 
 
  Compiled by E. Leschinsky, Feb. 2008; Updated by Rebecca Allsopp, 2010 
 



Sources 
 
 

REF E185 .C14      (1965) 
The winding road to freedom; a documentary survey of Negro experiences 
in America. Edited by Alfred E. Cain. Drawings: Horace Varela. 
Subject: African Americans -- History -- Sources. 
 
Circ E185.97.C96 C84 1996 
Captain Paul Cuffe’s logs and letters, 1808-1817 : a Black Quaker’s "voice 
from within the veil" / edited by Rosalind Cobb Wiggins.  
Subject: Cuffe, Paul, 1759-1817 -- Diaries.   
 
*G G540 .S645 2003 (GOVE Collection, 2nd floor) 
Charles Benson : mariner of color in the age of sail / Michael Sokolow. 
Subject: Benson, Charles A., 1830-1881 – Diaries. 
 
Circ E185 .A58     (1951) 
A documentary history of the Negro people in the United States. /  Herbert 
Aptheker ; pref. by W. E. B. Du Bois. 
Subject: African Americans -- History -- Sources. 
 
Circ E185.2 .C77 1973 
Reconstruction, the Negro, and the new South. Edited by LaWanda Cox and 
John H. Cox. 
Subject: African Americans -- History -- 1863-1877 -- Sources. 
Subject: African Americans -- History -- 1877-1964 -- Sources. 
Subject: African Americans -- Civil rights -- History -- Sources. 
 

 
 

Sailors, Seamen, Merchant Mariners, U.S. Navy 
 

Circ VK221 .B65 1997 
Black jacks : African American seamen in the age of sail / W. Jeffrey Bolster. 
Subject: African American merchant mariners -- History. 

 
Circ VK23 .P87 1987 
Black sailors : Afro-American merchant seamen and whalemen prior to the 
Civil War / Martha S. Putney. 
Subject: African American merchant mariners -- History. 
Subject: African American whalers. 
Subject: United States -- History, Naval -- To 1900. 
 
 
 



Circ V415.L1 S36 2005 
Breaking the color barrier : the U.S. Naval Academy’s first black 
midshipmen and the struggle for racial equality / Robert J. Schneller, Jr. 
Contents    Pt. I. The glorious failure : Reconstruction and the Naval Academy, 
1872-1876. "Not-- their equals socially" -- "Speechless walls as companions" -- 
Pt. II. Persona non grata : Jim Crow and the Naval Academy, 1877-1941. 
Segregation by occupation -- "Railroaded out of Navy" -- "They shall not pass" -- 
Pt. III. Breaking the color barrier : World War II and the first black graduate, 1942-
1949. Racial policy "revolution" -- The greater challenge -- Demerits by the 
bucketful -- Success and celebrity.   
Subject    African American midshipmen -- Maryland -- Annapolis.   
   Discrimination in higher education -- United States.   
   United States -- Race relations. 
 
Circ VK140.S8 A3 2005 
Two voyages I remember : a merchant mariner’s memoir / Cornelius "Buzz" 
Sawyer. 
Subject    Merchant mariners -- United States -- Biography.   
   African American merchant mariners -- United States -- Biography. 
 
Circ VB324.A47 D86 2008 
African American men and opportunity in the Navy: personal histories of 
eight chiefs/ Arthur L. Dunklin 
Contents: Equal opportunity and meritocracy in practice: inclusion or exclusion -- 
Life and career in the U.S. Navy -- Participants’ profiles -- Barriers to full 
inclusion -- Mentorship -- Mertitocracy or myth to meritocracy? -- Resilience: How 
they coped -- Profiles in struggle and service -- Implications for Navy policies: a 
prescription for change. 
 
Circ HD8039.S42 U617    (1978) 
Black men of the sea / by Michael Cohn and Michael K. H. Platzer.     
Subject: African American sailors -- History. 
 
Circ E591 .R36 2002 
Slaves, sailors, citizens : African Americans in the Union navy / Steven J. 
Ramold. 
Subject: United States. Navy -- African Americans -- History -- 19th century. 
Subject: African American sailors -- Social conditions -- 19th century. 
 
*G G540 .S645 2003 (GOVE Collection, 2nd floor) 
Charles Benson : mariner of color in the age of sail / Michael Sokolow. 
Subject: Benson, Charles A., 1830-1881. 
Subject: African-American sailors -- Massachusetts -- Salem --Biography. 
 
 
 



Circ D774.M36 K45 1999 
Proudly we served : the men of the USS Mason / Mary Pat Kelly. 
Subject: African American sailors -- History -- 20th century. 
Subject: USS Mason (Destroyer escort) 

 
Circ  VE23 .S55 2002                      
The United States Marines : a history / Edwin Howard Simmons ; maps by 
Charles H. Waterhouse. 
Covers: 1859-1865: This Negro question -- 1865-1898: As a separate Corps be 
preserved 
 
Circ VB324.A47 K56 2005 
Black submariners in the United States Navy, 1940-1975 / Glenn A. Knoblock.   
Subject: United States. Navy -- African Americans -- History -- 20th century. 
Subject: United States. Navy -- Submarine forces -- Biography -Dictionaries. 
  
Circ VK1430.A1 W75 2000 
Fire on the beach : recovering the lost story of Richard Etheridge and the 
Pea Island lifesavers / David Wright and David Zoby. 
Subject: African American lifeboat crew members -- North Carolina --Pea Island -
- Biography. 
Subject: Etheridge, Richard, 1842-1900. 
 
DVD 103 
Men of honor [videorecording] Feature films 
Subject    African American sailors -- Drama.   
   Divers -- Drama.   
    

 
 

History 
 

Circ E185 .W316 (2 vol.) 
The story of the Negro; the rise of the race from slavery.  1969 [c1909]? 
Subject: African Americans -- History. 
Subject: Slavery -- United States -- History. 
 
Circ E540.N3 R45 2008 
Freedom for themselves : North Carolina’s Black soldiers in the Civil War 
era / Richard M. Reid. 
Subject    United States -- History -- Civil War, 1861-1865 -- Participation, African 
American.   
   North Carolina -- History -- Civil War, 1861-1865 -- Participation, African 
American.   
   African American soldiers -- North Carolina -- History -- 19th century.   
   North Carolina -- History -- Civil War, 1861-1865 -- Regimental histories.   



Circ E185 .J69 
White over black: American attitudes toward the Negro, 1550-1812 / 
Winthrop D. Jordan. (1968) 
Subject: African Americans -- History -- To 1863. 
 
Circ E185.96 .R535 2004 
Born at the battlefield of Gettysburg : an African-American family saga 
/ Harriette C. Rinaldi. 
Subject: Chambers, Victor, 1863-1943 -- Family. 
Subject: Women slaves -- Virginia -- Biography. 
Subject Mothers and sons -- United States -- Biography. 
 
Circ E359.9.A35 A48 1996 
Amongst my best men : African-Americans and the War of 1812 / Gerard T. 
Altoff. 
Subject: African Americans -- History -- To 1863. 
Subject: United States -- History -- War of 1812 -- Participation, Afro-American. 
 
Circ E668 .F66 1988 
Reconstruction : America’s unfinished revolution, 1863-1877 / Eric Foner. 
Subject: African Americans -- History -- 1863-1877. 
Subject: Reconstruction (U.S. history, 1865-1877) 
 
Circ E585.N3 B7 
The Confederate Negro; Virginia’s craftsmen and military laborers, 1861-
1865 / James H. Brewer. 
Subject: African Americans -- Employment -- Virginia. 
Subject: United States -- History -- Civil War, 1861-1865 -- African Americans. 
 
Circ E540.N3 G53 1990 
Forged in battle : the Civil War alliance of black soldiers and white officers 
/ Joseph T. Glatthaar. 
Subject: United States. Army -- African American troops -- History --19th century. 
Subject: United States -- History -- Civil War, 1861-1865 --Participation, Afro-
American. 
Subject: United States -- Race relations. 
 
Circ E585.N3 B7 
Confederate Negro; Virginia’s craftsmen and military laborers, 1861-1865 / 
James H. Brewer. 
Subject: African Americans -- Employment -- Virginia. 
Subject: United States -- History -- Civil War, 1861-1865 -- African Americans. 
 
 
 
 



Circ HD6490.R2 F65 
Organized labor and the Black worker, 1619-1973 / Philip S. Foner. 
Subject: African Americans -- Employment -- History. 
Subject: Labor unions -- United States -- Negro membership --History. 
 
Circ DS919 .B68 1996 
Black soldier, white army : The 24th Infantry Regiment in Korea / William T. 
Bowers, William M. Hammond, George L. MacGarrigle 
Subject: United States. Army -- African American troops -- History. 
Subject: United States. Army. Infantry Regiment, 24th -- History. 
Subject: Korean War, 1950-1953 -- Participation, Afro-American. 
 
 
 

Civil Rights Movement 
 
Circ E449 .D7382            (1970) 
Life and times of Frederick Douglass. Edited and abridged by Genevieve S. 
Gray. Illustrated by Scott Duncan.  
Subject: Douglass, Frederick, 1817?-1895. 
Subject: Slavery -- United States -- Anti-slavery movements. 

 
Circ E185.61 .H24          (1964) 
The movement; documentary of a struggle for equality. / Lorraine Hansberry,    
Subject: African Americans -- Civil rights -- Pictorial works. 
 
Circ H1 .A4 v.568 
The study of African American problems : W.E.B. Du Bois’s agenda, then 
and now / special editors of this volume: Elijah Anderson, Tukufu Zuberi.  
(Includes reprint of W.E.B. Du Bois’s prospectus "The Study of the Negro 
Problem," first printed in January 1898.) 
Subject: Du Bois, W. E. B. (William Edward Burghardt), 1868-1963. 
Subject: African Americans -- Social conditions. 
Subject: African Americans -- Civil rights. 
Subject: Race relations -- United States. 
 
Circ E185.97.K5 M5      (1968) 
Martin Luther King, Jr.; his life, martyrdom, and meaning for the world. / 
Bob Miller. 
Subject: King, Martin Luther, Jr., 1929-1968. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Biographies 
 
Circ E449 .D749 1994b  
Autobiographies / Frederick Douglass. 
Subject: Douglass, Frederick, 1817?-1895. 
Subject: Afro-American abolitionists -- Biography. 
 
VHS 631 
The Odyssey of Captain Healy [videorecording] 
 
Circ E185.96 .R25 1990 
Black Americans in Congress, 1870-1989 /  by Bruce A. Ragsdale and Joel D. 
Treese (Office of the Historian, U.S. House of Representatives) 
Subject: African American legislators -- Biography. 
Subject: United States. Congress -- Biography. 
 
Circ TL539 .B75 2007 
Blue skies, black wings : African American pioneers of aviation / Samuel L. 
Broadnax ; foreword by Alan M. Osur. 
Foreword / Alan M. Osur -- Preface -- Abbreviations -- 1. The early days -- 2. 
Breaking the barrier -- 3. Training begins -- 4. The selection process -- 5. 
Learning to fly -- 6. Making changes -- 7. Fighter training -- 8. Changing cockpits 
-- 9. Combat -- 10. Bomber pilots -- Notes -- Bibliography -- Index.   
Subject    African American air pilots -- Biography.   
   Air pilots -- United States -- Biography.   
   Aeronautics -- United States -- History.   
   United States -- Race relations.   
   African Americans -- History. 
 
On Exhibit G635.H4 A3 2009 
Matthew A. Henson’s historic Arctic journey : the classic account of one of 
the world’s greatest black explorers / Matthew A. Henson ; foreword by Robert 
E. Peary ; introductions by Deirdre C. Stam and Booker T. Washington. 
Subject    African American explorers -- Biography.   
   Explorers -- United States -- Biography.   
   Arctic regions -- Discovery and exploration.   
   North Pole -- Discovery and exploration. 
 
Circ E185.97.G3 S8 1986 
The world of Marcus Garvey : race and class in modern society / Judith 
Stein. 
Subject: Garvey, Marcus, 1887-1940. 
Subject: Universal Negro Improvement Association -- History. 
Subject: African Americans -- Biography. 
Subject: Black nationalism -- United States -- History. 
 



Circ BP223.Z8 E42 1998 
An original man : the life and times of Elijah Muhammad / Claude Andrew 
Clegg III. 
Subject: Elijah Muhammad, 1897-1975. 
Subject: Black Muslims -- Biography. 
 
Circ E185.97.W4 H373 1983 
Booker T. Washington : the wizard of Tuskegee, 1901-1915 / Louis R. Harlan. 
Subject: Washington, Booker T., 1856-1915.   
Subject: Educators -- United States -- Biography. 
Subject: African Americans -- Biography. 
 
Circ E185.97.K5 F695 2002b 
Martin Luther King, Jr. / Marshall Frady. 
Subject: King, Martin Luther, Jr., 1929-1968. 
Subject: Civil rights workers -- United States -- Biography. 
Subject: African Americans -- Civil rights -- History -- 20th century. 
 
Circ E185.97.K5 K5       (1969) 
My life with Martin Luther King, Jr. / Coretta Scott King. 
Subject: King, Martin Luther, Jr., 1929-1968. 
 
Circ BP223.Z8 L57943 1992 
The autobiography of Malcolm X.  
Subject: X, Malcolm, 1925-1965. 
Subject: Black Muslims -- Biography. 
 
Circ E840.8.M5 A3 1996 
No free ride : from the mean streets to the mainstream / Kweisi Mfume with 
Ron Stodghill II. 
Subject: Mfume, Kweisi. 
Subject: African American legislators -- Biography. 
Subject: United States. Congress. House -- Biography. 
 
Circ E840.P64 D49 2006 
Soldier : the life of Colin Powell / Karen DeYoung. 
Subject: Powell, Colin L. 
Subject: Statesmen -- United States -- Biography. 
Subject: Generals -- United States -- Biography. 
Subject: African Americans -- Biography. 
 
Circ E840.5.P68 A3 1995 
My American journey / Colin L. Powell, with Joseph E. Persico. 
Subject: Powell, Colin L. 
Subject: African American generals -- Biography. 
 



Circ F334.M753 P373 2000 
Rosa Parks / Douglas Brinkley. 
Subject: Parks, Rosa, 1913-2005. 
Subject: African American women civil rights workers -- Alabama --Montgomery -
- Biography. 
Subject: Segregation in transportation -- Alabama -- Montgomery --History -- 20th 
century. 
 
Circ G225 .R44 1996 
Black explorers / Catherine Reef. 
Subject: African American explorers – Biography.  
 
Circ G635.H4 A3 2001 
A Negro explorer at the North Pole : the autobiography of Matthew Henson 
/ Matthew Henson ; with a new introduction by S. Allen Counter. 
Subject: Henson, Matthew Alexander, 1866-1955. 
Subject: African American explorers -- Biography. 
Subject: North Pole -- Discovery and exploration. 
 
Circ Q141 .J46 1996 
To fathom more : African American scientists and inventors / Edward 
Sidney Jenkins.  
Subject: African American scientists -- Biography. 
Subject: African American inventors -- Biography. 
 
Circ KF373.C389 A3 1990 
Black in Selma : the uncommon life of J.L. Chestnut Jr. / J.L. Chestnut, Jr., 
Julia Cass. 
Subject: Chestnut, J. L. 
Subject: African American lawyers -- Alabama -- Biography. 
Subject: African Americans -- Civil rights. 
  
Circ HF5500.3.U54 D5 1982 
The black manager : making it in the corporate world / Floyd Dickens, Jr., 
Jacqueline B. Dickens. 
Subject: African American executives. 
 
Circ F128.68.H3 O86 1996 
Harlem, the making of a ghetto : Negro New York, 1890-1930 / by Gilbert 
Osofsky. 
Subject: Harlem (New York, N.Y.) -- History. 
Subject: African Americans -- New York (State) -- New York --History. 
Subject: New York (N.Y.) -- History -- 1898-1951. 
 
 
 



Circ F129.B7 B83 1986 
The Hornes : an American family / Gail Lumet Buckley. 
Subject: Horne, Lena. 
Subject: African American entertainers -- New York (State) --Brooklyn --
 Biography. 
Subject: Women singers -- United States -- Biography. 
 
Circ GV865.R6 T93 1997 
Baseball’s great experiment : Jackie Robinson and his legacy / Jules Tygiel. 
Subject: Robinson, Jackie, 1919-1972. 
Subject: Baseball players -- United States -- Biography. 
 
 
 

Literature 
 
Circ PS508.N3 N67 1997 
The Norton anthology of African American literature / Henry Louis Gates, Jr., 
Nellie Y. McKay, general editors. 
Subject: American literature -- African American authors. 
Subject: African Americans -- Literary collections. 
 
Circ PS508.N3 T77     (1970) 
Black American literature: essays, poetry, fiction, drama. /   Darwin T. 
Turner.  (1970) 
Subject: American literature -- African American authors. 
 
Circ PS3545.R815 A6 1978 
Richard Wright reader / edited by Ellen Wright and Michel Fabre ; notes by 
Michel Fabre. 
Contents:  Nonfiction: Introduction. Black boy (excerpt) Joe Louis uncovers 
dynamite. Blueprint for Negro writing. Letters: Richard Wright/Burton Rascoe. 
Richard Wright/David L. Cohn. Richard Wright/Antonio Frasconi. Review: Wars I 
have seen by Gertrude Stein. There’s always another cafe. Black power. Pagan 
Spain (excerpt) 12 million Black voices. Poetry: I have seen Black hands. 
Between the world and me. Red clay blues. Haikus.--Fiction: Introduction. Long 
Black song. Fire and cloud. Lawd today [excerpt] Native son [excerpt] The man 
who lived underground. The outsider [excerpt] The long dream [excerpt] Savage 
holiday [excerpt] Big Black good man. 
Subject: American literature -- African American authors. 
 
Circ PS374.N4 B45 2004 
The contemporary African American novel : its folk roots and modern 
literary branches /  Bernard W. Bell 
Mapping the rhetoric, politics, and poetics of representaton in the contemporary 
African American novel -- Roots of the contemporary African American novel -- 



Mapping the peaks and valleys of the African American novel (1853-1962) -- 
Forms of neorealism : critical and poetic realism (1962-1983) -- Modernism and 
postmodernism (1962-1983) -- Continuity and change in ethnic tropes of identity 
formation (1983-2001) -- New black aesthetic : Eurocentric metafiction and 
African Americentric tropes of transcultural identity and community (1983-2001). 
Contemporary African American paraliterature : science/speculative fiction, 
gay/lesbian, and detective/mystery novels and romances (1983-2001).   
Subject    American fiction -- African American authors -- History and criticism.   
   American fiction -- 20th century -- History and criticism.   
   Literature and folklore -- United States.   
   African Americans -- Intellectual life.   
   African Americans in literature.   
   African Americans -- Folklore.   
   Folklore in literature. 


